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In the lavish court of the Sun King,
Louis XIV of France, elaborate social activity
revolved around... chairs.

Three kinds of chairs: chairs with arms,
chairs without arms, and backless three-legged
chairs called tabouret.

When ladies gathered in a room, a
countess could sit in the armchair while a
marchioness (wife of a Marquis) had to sit on
the chair without arms and a baroness sat on
the backless stool. But, if a duchess -- who
outranked the others -- came into the room,
then the duchess got the armchair and bumped
the other ladies down a notch. No person of
lesser rank could sit in the presence of a person
of higher rank unless the higher was properly
seated first -- and that left the lowly baroness
standing.

Notice, in general, the order of the
court:

First stood the King. Then came the
crown prince or Dauphin, followed by
Monsieur, a title given to the King's brothers.
Then came dukes, counts, marquises, and then
barons all in a line of descending rank.
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ITpu pacrouurensHom nBope Koposs-
cosiHue Jlyn XIV Bo ®paHuuu pasBepHyJach
aKTHBHas ~ CBETCKasg  JIEATENbHOCTh  BOK-
PYT...CUICHUH.

Tpu BUIA CUACHUIL: CTYIIbS C pPyYKaMH,
CTynbsi 0€3 pydeKk W CTynbs 0e3 CIHHOK Ha
TpEX HOXKKaX, Ha3bIBAEMbIE TA0OYPETOM.

Korna mpunBopHbie 1ambl coOMpPaHCh
B 3aje, rpaduHs MOTJa CeCTh Ha CTYl C
pydYKamH, MapKu3a JOJDKHAa Obula CHIETh Ha
cryne 6e3 pydek, a 6apoHecca - Ha Tabypere.
Ho, ecnu repuoruHsi, TUTYl1 KOTOpPOH ObLI
BBIILIE JIPYTUX, 3aX0JHJIa B 3aJ, OHA CaaUIach
Ha CTYJl C pyYyKaMH, CTOJIKHYB JPYI'HX JaM Ha
OIMH YpOBeHb HIke. HUKTO M3 HMeBIIHX
Ooiee HU3KUI THTYJA, HE MOT CECTh B
NPUCYTCTBUM oOmagarenst Ooyiee BBICOKOTO
TUTYNIAa TIPEXKJE, YeM 3Ta ocola He YCsaercs
KaK CJIeJlyeT, U3-32 4ero TUTYJOBaHHAs HIKE
Bcex OapoHecca JI0JKHA ObLTa CTOSITh.

BoT kxakoB ObUT 0OBIYHBIN TOPSAAOK IPU
JBOpE:

[lepBbiM OBLT KOpOJb. 3aTeM IIen
HACJICAHBI MPHUHI WK A0(UH, 32 KOTOPHIM
clefoBal Meche (TUTYJd, JaHHBIM OpaThbsiM
KopoJsig). 3aTeM LUK Tepuord, Trpadsl,
MapKH3bl, a 3aTeM - OapOHBI, OJMH 332 OJHUM
110 HUCXOSALICH TUTYIOB.




No problem, right?

Wrong.

Great problems resulted. For one thing
the title and rank went with a property -- not
with a person. That meant that if you owned a
duchy, you were automatically a duke. But, if
for any reason you lost the land, you lost the
position. That's why the territory often was
named in the title: the duke of such-and such,
the count of someplace. The scramble for
preeminence, prestige and position generated
intrigues, duels, pain and life-long hatreds as
every man and woman at the court fought to
have others acknowledge their own
prominence.

In his palace at Versailles, Louis XIV
regularly entertained as many as 10,000 dukes
and duchesses, counts and countesses,
marquises and marchionesses, nobles, bishops,
priests, monks, abbots, soldiers, courtesans,
ambassadors, guests -- and their servants, who
each ranked above or below, other servants
according to the positions of the employer.

Every one of these people wanted
something from the king.

And whatever each one wanted had to
be gained at the expense of someone else.

The king played all these people off
against each other in ploys of elaborately
organized chaos.

King Louis XIV believed in the divine
right of kings. He felt he stood as God's
appointed ruler and that all persons and
property in France belonged to him to dispose
of as he pleased.

Louis knew that money in one pocket is
not in another pocket. If it is not in my pocket,
it is in yours; and if [ want it in mine, it has to
come out of yours first. You know that too and
fight to keep your own.

The King also believed that the moral
laws incumbent on ordinary men were not
binding on him. This belief often expressed
itself in lascivious sexual behavior. The king
felt any husband ought to feel proud if his wife

Bcé mousitao. Tax?

A He Tak.
Jt10 MIPUBOIAJIO K 00IBIINM
npobnemam. Tak Kak TUTYIT H 3BaHUE

CONpATAJIUCh C BIAJACHUEM ONPEICIEHHBIM
UMYILIECTBOM, a HE JaBAJIUCh YEJOBEKY 3a
KaKHe-TO 3aciIyru. JTO 3HA4YWJIO, YTO €CIU y
Bac Opu10 TepriorctBo, Bbl aBTOMaTHYEeCKH
CTaHOBUJIUCH repuorom. Ho, ecim no kakou-to
npuuuHe Bel Tepsanu 3emito, Bl Tepsanu u
3BaHue. [loaTOMy B Ha3BaHMM THUTYJa BCETJa
yKa3plBalach TEPPUTOPUS: TEPLOr TaKOU-TO
MECTHOCTU M T.H. ['OHKa 3a NMPEBOCXOACTBOM,
IIPECTHKEM M TOJIOKEHUEM  IOpoXKJaana
UHTPUTH, y>IHU, 00JIb U BEYHYIO HEHABHCTH,
[0 Mepe TOT0, KaKk MPUIBOPHBIE OOPOJMCH 3a
NpU3HAHUE JpYyrMMH HX 0Ooyiee BUIAHOTO
IIOJIO’KEHHUS.

B cBoém nmBopue B Bepcane, JIlyn XIV
perynsipHo paspiekan uensix 10 000 reproros
U TepLOTUHb, TpadoB U rpaduHb, MAPKU30B U
MapKu3, apUCTOKpPATOB, EMUCKOIIOB, CBSILEH-
HHMKOB, MOHAxoB, a00aToB,  COJIATOB,
KYpTHU3aHOK, IIOCJIOB, TOCT€H M MX cIOyr. A
IIPEUMYILECTBO OJHOIO CIYI'M HaJl JPYIHM
TaK)K€ 3aBHCEJIO OT MOJIOKEHUS XO351HA.

Kaxnomy U3 3THX m10/eil ObUIO YTO-TO
HYKHO OT KOPOJISL.

W dero Obl KaXOBIH M3 HUX HE XOTEI,
3TO HY)KHO OBUIO 3amloyduTh 3a CU€T KOro-
6o Apyroro.

Kopons pa3Bnekancs, pa3sirpbiBas Bcex
ITUX JIIOJIEd M HacTpauBas UX OJMH IPOTHUB

Jpyroro.

Kopons Jlyu XIV  Bepun B
00XKeCcTBEHHOE MpaBo Kopoisieid. OH cuwurad,
yTo OH Obul HasHadyeH borom  OBITH

MIPaBUTEJIEM, M YTO BCE JIIOANU U COOCTBEHHOCTh
Bo DpaHIUU MPHUHAICKATH €My, U OH MOT
pacropspKaTbCs UMM, Kak eMy B3lyMaeTCsl.
Jlym 3Ham, 4TO €clM JEHBIU JIeXKAT B
OJIHOM KapMaHe, TO MX HET B JIpYyTOM KapMaHe.
Ecnn oHu He B MOEM KapMaHe, 3HaYUT OHU B
TBOEM; U €CIH i XO04y, yTOObl OHM OBUIM B
MOEM KapMaHe, NEepBOHAYAIBHO WX HYKHO
U3BJICYb U3 TBOETO KapMaHa. Tkl 00 3TOM ToXe
3HaelIb U OOpelIbes 32 COXpaHEHUE CBOETO.
Koponp Tarxke cuuTal, YTO 3aKOHBI
MOpaly, OOMICTIPUHATHIC Cpeld OOBIYHBIX
JIO/Iel, Ha HEro He paclpoCTPaHsUIUCh. DTH
yOeXXIECHHUSI 4acTO BBIJABAJIO €T0 MOXOTIMBOE
noseneHne. Koposnb cumran, uto mo0oil 3




or daughter had been of service to the
monarch.

The extent a woman pleased -- or failed
to please -- the taste of the king often
determined the status, wealth and position of
her self and her family. It even determined
which chair she could take in the crowd.

Once, when a girl who sold chickens
caught the king's fancy, she moved to the head
of the line.

The duchesses and countesses seethed.

Men achieved rank for no more noble
reasons. Public officials, nobles, army
generals -- even pastors, bishops and
archbishops -- were appointed, or removed, at
the whim of the king for whatever reason
appealed to him.

A few daring people cut across this
elaborate nonsense. A handful of devout
Christians lived in this decadent French court.
And most noteworthy among these was
Madame Jeanne Marie Bouvieres de la Mothe
Guyon.

The queen of England had been a guest
at the estate of Jeanne Marie's father, when
Madame Guyon was a little girl. The queen
was so taken with the child's beauty that she
wanted her as a maiden in her own court but
the father, Seigneur de la Mothe Vergonville, a
lord and a millionaire, kept his daughter for
France.

The little girl spent most of her youth in
various convents being raised by nuns. When
she was age 16, her father married her to the
38-year-old M. Jacques Guyon, a high ranking
nobleman with vast wealth.

The couple lived in one of M. Guyon's
townhouses in Paris where they enjoyed the
glitter and glamour of the city and the court.
She gave birth to several healthy children.

Yet, although she was noted for her
beauty and had wealth, position, estates,
carriages, gowns, children and a handsome
husband who loved her, and although she had
been raised in a religious atmosphere and she
was sensitive to spiritual things and supported
numerous charities -- even with all that, still

MYKEH JJOJKEH TOPIUTHCS, €CIIU €r0 XKEeHa WU
JI0Yb OKa)XKyT YCIIyTY MOHApXYy.

Crenenb, B  KOTOpPOM  JKEHILIMHA
yroauja WJIH HE YroJuwia BKycaM KOpoJs,
4acTo oOmpejaersiyia craTyc, OorarctBo u
MO3ULMI0 3TOM J>KEHIIMHBI M €€ CeMbU. JTO
Ja)Ke ONIpENeNsulo, TAE CpeAu JpYrux OHa
JOJKHA CUTETD.

Ecnn neBymika, Topryomas NTHULEH,
BJIpYI' IOHPABUJIACh KOPOJII0, OHA CTAHOBMJIACH
BO I'JIaB€ IIPUJIBOPHBIX JaAM.

I'epuornap u rpaduHb 3TO OYEHB
37IUJ10.

Jlnst My>KYMH TOJy4YEeHHE paHra ObLIO
He Oonee OnmaropogHbpIM. UWHOBHUKHU, 3HATH,
reHepanbl, JaXe [acTopbl, EMHCKONbl |
apXMEeNMUCKONbl — BCEX Ha3HA4Yalud WIH
CHUMAJIM TIO JIF0OOH NMPHXOTH, KOTOpast MOTJia
B30pECTH KOPOJIIO B TOJIOBY.

Heckoubko OTBAKHBIX
OCMENWIACh  TIOWTH  HAIEpEeKop
KOpOJIEBCKMUM  HenenoctsaMm.  Ilpu
pasznararonemcs ¢bpaHIry3cKOM IBOpE
HaXOJWJIaCh rOpCTKa 671aro4ecTUBBIX
xpuctuad. Cpenm HHX 0CO0OrO BHUMAHUS
ynocrounach manaMm JKanHa-Mapu byBee ne
1a Mortt ['ulion.

KoponeBa AHrnuu rocrtuia B UMEHUU
orua JXXanuel-Mapu, xorza JXXanna-Mapu Oblia
elé coBCceEM MalleHbKOM neBoukoi. Koponesa
Obl1a HACTOJIKO MOpa)keHa KpacoToi peO&HKa,
4TO XOTena, 4ro0 aeBouka Obuta (ppeinmuHon
npu e€ nope. Ho oren, cenbop ne na Motr
Beprousuie, 1opJ 1 MUJUTHOHED, OEpEr CBOIO
104k Juist OpaHuuu.

JleBouka ImpoBena IOYTH BCHO CBOKO
IOHOCTh B pa3IMYHBIX MOHACTBIpAX U €€
BOCIIUTBIBAIM MOoHaxuHu. Korpa eil ucnosiHu-
Joch 16, oren Bbgan €€ 3amyx 3a 38-IeTHETo
Mecbe 1o wumenu JKak [I'miioH, OorarToro
apUCTOKpaTa ¢ BBICOKMM TUTYJIOM.

UYera xuna B OOHOM U3 €ro JOMOB B
[Tapuxe, Tae OHM HAacCTHaXKIATUCh OIECKOM M
U3BICKOM TOpoJia U KOpojeBcKoro asopa. OHa
poania HECKOJIBKUX 30POBbIX IETEH.

nronen
9TUM
3TOM

M Xxors oHa cIaBwiach CBOeH
KpacoToi, Obuta Oorata, wuMena THUTYI,
BIAJICHUS, KapeThl, HapsAbl, JeTed U

MPEKPACHOTO JIIOOSIIEro MyXa, W XOTsS OHa
BOCIIMTHIBAJIaCh B PEIUTHO3HON OOCTaHOBKE U
Obula  OYeHb  YYTKOH B OTHOILEHHUH
JTYXOBHOCTH, M MHOTO 3aHMMajach OJIarOTBO-




the young woman felt a deep hunger, a
yearning, a longing for something more.

Something vital was missing from her
life.

A visiting Franciscan brother told her,
"Your efforts have been unsuccessful,
Madame, because you have sought without,
what you can only find within. Accustom
yourself to seek God in your heart, and you
will not fail to find him."

This evaluation haunted her. In her
autobiography she says, "Having said these
words, the Franciscan left me. They were to
me like the stroke of a dart which pierced my
heart asunder. I felt at this instant deeply
wounded with the love of God; -- a wound so
delightful that I desired it never might be
healed. These words brought into my heart
what I had been seeking so many years... Oh
infinite Goodness! thou wast so near, and I ran
hither and thither seeking thee and yet found
thee not...

"I was poor in the midst of riches, and
ready to perish with hunger near a table
plentifully spread and a continual feast. Oh,
Beauty, ancient and new! Why have I known
thee so late? Alas, I sought thee where thou
wast not, and did not seek thee where thou
wast..."

"My heart was quite changed, that God
was there; for from that moment, He had given
me an experience of His presence in my soul --
not merely as an object intellectually
perceived, but as a thing really possessed after
the sweetest manner...

"I slept not at all that night because of
thy love, O my God, flowed in me like
delicious oil, and burned as a fire which was
going to destroy all that was left of self in an
instant."

Although she was only 20 years old
when she discovered Christ in her heart, these
words characterize the tone of her whole life
from that point on with little fluctuation.

A burning, almost mystical awareness
of the love of Christ, permeates all that she

PUTEIBHOCTBIO — IIPU BCEM O3TOM MOJIOAAS
KCHII[MHA MCTIBITHIBAJIA TIOTPEOHOCTh B YEM-TO
O0JIbIIEM.

B €€ xxu3HM He XBaTaJIO 4E€Tr0-TO OYCHb
BAJKHOTO.

loctuBmMit y HHUX (paHIMCKAHCKUN
Opar ckazan ei: «Maxam, Bamm ycunus He
HMEIOT YycllieXa, I0TOMYy 4ro Bel wumwure
CHapyXu TO, 4TO BBl MO)keTe HalWTU BHYTPH.
Hayuurecs uckars ['ocrioga B cBOEM cepate, U
Be1 o6s13arensHo Haiinére Eroy.

OTu cinoBa IpoM3BENM Ha  Heé
OrpoMHOE BIe4arieHue. B aBToOuorpaduu
oHa muueT: «@DpaHIMCKaHEl[ MPOU3HEC ITH
CJIOBA M yexaj. DTH CJIOBa ObUIN JUI MEHS KaK
BHE3aNHbIA yAap B cepiaue. B ToT MomeHT s
MOHAJNA, 4TO 5 IIyOOKO MOopakeHa JH000BBIO

l'ocnoma, u »3Ta paHa Oblla HACTOJIBKO
OPUATHOM, YTO I HABEYHO HE IKeJaia
ucuenarbes. bmaromaps sTMM  cioBam A

IIOHsJIA, 4YTO S HCKaja CTOJbKO JeT. Mol
locoas, Tel ObuT Tak ONM30K, a s Oeraia
noBcroly W uckana TeGs, m BcE xe He
HaXOAUJIay.

«s1 Obuta OemgHa cpeau OOrarcTB, U
roToBa ObUIa yMEpeTh OT roJiojia 3a OOMIBHO
HAKpBITHIM CTOJIOM BO BpeMs OECKOHEYHBIX
npasaHectB. «O Hapuucce CapOHCKMH, JWIHS
nommn» (Ilecan Ilecueit 2:1) Berxoro wu
HoBoro 3agera! Ilouemy s y3nama Tebst Tak
mo3aHo? YBEI, s uckama TeOs, roe TeOs ne
ObUIO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI CMOTpPETH, rae ThI
OBbLI...»

«Moé€ cepale MNOJHOCTBIO Tpeolpa-
3unock — tenepb Tam 06Ut 'ocnogs. C 3Toro
MOMEHTa s omymana Ero mnpucyrcrsue B
CBOEM cepaue. S He mpocTo moHMUMana 3TO
yMOM, a JEHCTBUTEIIBHO 4YYBCTBOBaJIa BCEH
CBOEH JTyLIOW Ero BEJIMKOJIENTHOE
IIPUCYTCTBHE. ..»

«B 1y HOUB TBOs MF0OOBB, 0 ['ocmoau,
HE JaBaja MHE 3acHyTb. OHa IepernoJIHUia
MeHS Kak Ojaroyxamoomee — Macio, |
BOCIUIAMEHWJIACh OTHEM, KOTOPBIA JIOJKEH
ObUI OTJIOTUTH B ce0€ BCIO MOIO BETXOCTHY.

U xots et 6su10 Becero 20 mer, Korga
OHa OTKpbpUIa B CBOEM cepaue XpHCTa, 3TH
ClIOBa, C  HEOONBUIMM  BapbHUPOBAHHEM,
ONpENENAI0T BEChb XOJ €€ JKHU3HM C TOro
MOMEHTA.

Bounnyromee,
TPENETHOE  OCO3HAHHUE

Jake MOXHO CKa3aTh
mobBu  Xpucra,




experienced. In court, in the business world, in
prison, in church, the love of Christ pre-
occupied Madame Guyon whatever else might
be happening around her.

She devoted herself to intense prayers
of adoration and to charitable works: founding
hospitals, giving scholarships, building
churches, funding monasteries and convents,
caring for individuals poor families. Her giving
to the poor became so extensive that she had to
hire a steward to disperse gifts anonymously --
but at the same time she often washed infected
sores and soldier's wounds with her own hands.

Her parents died leaving her a title and
a fortune of her own. Two of her children also
died. Then in 1676, her husband died after a
lengthy illness leaving the 28-year-old widow
with incredible wealth and vast estates to
manage.

For a time she considered becoming a
nun, entering a convent or going to China as a
missionary, but she realized that huge numbers
of people depended on her employing them on
her various estates for their only income to
support their families. She felt that managing
these estates was a God appointed
responsibility though she preferred to devote
herself to prayers of adoration.

Among the problems her husband left
when he died was a decision on a complicated
lawsuit which involved 22 different claimants
and their lawyers trying to divide income from
one estate. They all had appealed to him for
urgent judgment and the decision about the
settlement fell on the young widow's
shoulders.

She prayed for divine guidance in the
business.

"I shut myself up in my closet about
thirty days, not going out at all except to my
meals and to religious worship," she said. "I at
length completed the examination, formed my
opinion upon the subject, and drew it up in
writing. The parties were summoned together;
and without reading it or knowing what my
decision was, they accepted it and signed it. I
afterwards learned that they were so well

IIPOCMATPUBAETCSI BO BCEM, 4Yepe3 4YTO OHa
npomia B xu3HH. [Ipu nBope, B pabote, B
TIOpbME, B  LEpPKBH, JIO00Bb  XpHCTa
MOCTOSIHHO TpeObIBajia ¢ Majnam ['uifoH, 4To
ObI BOKpYT He€ He MPOUCXOIUIIO.

Omna HeycTaHHO BocxBaysuia ['ocroga B
MOJIUTBAX W MOCBSIIANa ce0si BCEBO3MOXKHON
071aroTBOPUTENBHOM NESITEILHOCTHU:
OTKphIBajia OOJILHUIIBI, BbIJAaBajia CTUIICH/UH,
CTpoWjia  IEPKBH, T[OMOraja  JeHbraMH
MYXCKAM ¥ KEHCKMM  MOHACTBIPSM,
3a00THIaCh O HEKOTOPBIX OEIHBIX CEMBbSX.
OnHa HaCTOJBKO MHOTO EpTBOBaja OETHBIM,
YTO € MPUIUIOCh HAHATH SKOHOMA, YTOOBI
aHOHMMHO pa3jaBarh noaapku. Ho B To xe
camMoe BpeMsl OHa JIMYHO cama JIeYHWjia PaHbI
cojijiaTaM U 3a00THIIaCh O OOJIBHBIX.

E€ pomurenu ymepin M OCTaBUIU €i
TUTYJI U HACIEACTBO. J[Boe u3 €€ nered Toxe
ymepiau. 3areM B 1676 romy mocie
JUTUTENBHOW  OOJIE3HW yMHpaeT €€ MYyX,
ocTaBiisAsg 28-JIETHIOIO BJOBY C HEBEPOATHBIM
060raTcTBOM M MMEHUSIMH.

Kakoe-ro Bpems oHa aymana cCTaTh
MOHAXWHEH, TOCTYMMB B MOHACTBIPh, WU
[oexaTh B KauecTBe MuccuoHepa B Kuraii, HO
OHa OCO3HAaBaJIa, KAKOE OTPOMHOE KOJIMYECTBO
mOAe 3aBuceno oT He€, paboras Ha e€
UMEHMSIX, 3apalbaTbiBas JEHBIW MJIsI CBOMX
cemeil. OHa uyBCTBOBaNa, 4YTO €W OBLIO
HazHaueHo borom ynpaBisATh STUMH  HMe-
HUSIMH, XOTSI OHA TPEANOYUTANIa TPOBOAUTH
BpeMsi B MOJIUTBaxX M xBayiax ['ocriofy.

Cpenu mpo0iieM, KOTOpbIE OCTaBUI el
MyX IIOCIIEé CMEpTH, OBUIO pelIeHHe O
CIIO)KHOM CyA€OHOM IIpolecce, B KOTOPOM
ydacTBOBaJO 22 wucTua U MX ropuctel. OHU
XOTENU Pa3IeNUTh NPUOBLIH OJHOTO UMEHHS.
Onu Bce oOpaTWiIMCh K HEMY 3a CPOYHBIM
peleHreM, a MPUHUMATh pelIeHue MPUIIIIOCh
MOJIOZION BIOBE.

Ona wmonumace [ocmomy 00 wucxone
3TOTO Jena.

«Ha 30 nmueii s 3amepnach y cebs B
KOMHATe, M BBIXOJMJIA TOJBKO JUIS MPHUHATHUS
OUIIA WIK Ha OOrocimyXeHue», - TOBOpHIIA
Magam ['miloH. «3a 3TO Bpems s IIpoBena
HEOOXO/IMMBIE HCCIIEAOBaHUs, chopMHUpoBaa
MHEHHUE I10 3TOMY BOIIPOCY M BBIpa3wia €ro B
nucbMeHHoi (dopme. Coctosmoch cobpanue
UCTIOB, W TMpEeXKJAEe YEeM Y3HaTb O MOEM
pELICHUH, OHM NPUHSAIM €ro M MOJIHCAJIH.




pleased with what I had done, that they not
only commended it much, but published it
abroad everywhere. The hand of the Lord was
in it. It was God who gave me wisdom".

While noted for her business acumen
on one level, Madame Guyon's prayers led her
into states of religious rapture on another.

These two elements combine in a
contract which she renewed yearly on the
anniversary date of her religious conversion:

"I henceforth take Jesus Christ to be
mine. | promise to receive Him as a husband to
me. And I give myself to Him, unworthy
though I am, to be His spouse. I ask of Him, in
this marriage of spirit with spirit, that I may be
of the same mind with Him -- meek, pure,
nothing in myself, and united in God's will.
And, pledged as I am to be His, I accept as part
of my marriage portion, the temptations and
sorrows, the crosses and the contempt which
fell to Him. --- Jeanne M.B. de la Mothe
Guyon, Sealed with her ring."

This document contains several key
clauses which show up again and again in her
life: being of the same mind with Christ, being
meek and pure, being nothing in herself, being
united in God's will, bearing crosses and
contempt.

Madame Guyon became noted as a
leading figure in a Christian movement called
Quiteism. Essentially, she recognized that God
is all; nothing else counts. She felt so identified
with his will and his love that no lesser thing
deserved her attention. A person in love thinks
about the beloved all the time, no matter what
else is going on.

An extreme example: Once when
traveling with a party of other lords and ladies
by carriage near a flooding river, the bank
caved in sweeping the road away. The carriage
overturned in the flood and began sinking.
Drowning horses screamed kicking and
struggling in the water. Footmen, coachmen,
lords and ladies scrambled for safety. "Others

[locne s y3Hanma, 4yTO OHHM HACTOJIBKO ObUIN
JOBOJIbHBI MOUM DELIEHUEM, YTO HE TOJBKO
pacxBaJluBaM €ro, HO €mE M OMyOJUKOBAIN
€ro s IIUPOKOro Kpyra Jnoxeu. ['ocronab
nomor MHe. IMeHHO OH fain MHE MyApOCTb.

N xora oHa 1npociaaBUIaCh CBOEH
MIPOHUIIATEIBHOCTHIO B BEJICHUH JIeJI, OOJIbIIIEe
3HauUeHUE OHa IpHjaBaja MojauTBam [ocnony,
B KOTOPBIE MOIJIA IIOIPY3UTHCS C TOJIOBOM.

OTH 11Be cephl )KU3HU BBUTWINCH B TO,
yT0 MajgamM [MHOH cocTaBuia KOHTPAKT,
KOTOPBI OHa OOHOBIISJIA E€XETOJHO B JIEHB
CBOEr0 O0paIeHus:

«OtHpIHE s mpuHuMaro  Mucyca
Xpucra. S obemaro npunsath Ero B kadectse
cBoero myxa. M XoTe S TOTO HE AOCTOMHA, s
ornato ceds Emy B xensl. S npomy y Hero, B
3ToM Opake AYLIU ¢ AYIIOH, YTOOBI 5 TyXOBHO
crama mnojnoOHa EMy: cMupeHHas, 4wucras,
oTpéKmascss oT ce0s M JKMUBYIIAs IO BOJIE
Bboxpeil. I Tak kak s 0O0sI3bIBAIOCH TIPUHA-
JIeXKaTh Emy, a1 [IPUHUMAIO, KakK
HEOTHEMJIEMYIO YacTh MOEro Opaka, coOna3Hbl
U TOPECTH, UCIIBITAHUS U MPE3PEHUE, KOTOPbIE
On mnperepnen». (XKanna-Mapu byBbe ne na
Mortrt I'niion. E€ neuats.)

OTOT NOKYMEHT COJEPKUT HECKOJIBKO
OCHOBHBIX IPUHIUIIOB, KOTOPHIE BpeEMS OT
BPEMEHHM MOXHO IIPOCIIEIUTH B €€ KU3HHU:
OBbITh €TMHOMBIIIUICHHUKOM €O XPUCTOM; OBIThH
CMHUPEHHBIM M YHCTHIM, IIOJIHOCTBIO OTKa-
3aThCsl OT ceO0sl, )KUTh B IOJIHOM COTJIACHUHU C
Bojen l'ocmopma, moHecTH cCTpajgaHue U
UCIIBITATh IIPE3PEHUE.

Manam I'miton oOpena HM3BECTHOCTb,
BO3IJIABUB  XPUCTHAHCKOE JABW)KEHHME TIOJ
Ha3BaHMEM KBHMETM3M. B cymHocTH OHa
Mpu3HaBaia, yTo bor — 310 BCE, HUUTO Apyroe
He uMmeeT 3HaueHus. OHa  HACTOJBKO
yyBcTBOBasa Ero BoJO 1 11000BB, YTO HUYETO
ApPYroro He 3acCiayXUBaJIO €€ BHUMAaHMUIL.
BnioOnéHHbIl  4enmoBek AymaeTr O CBOEH
BO3JTIO0JICHHOM TOCTOSIHHO, HE3aBHCHUMO OT
TOTO, YTO TBOPUTCS BOKPYT.

Bor ouens sapkuii npumep. OgHaX bl
Mazam [milOH myremecTBoBajza B KapeTe
BMECTE C HECKOJIBKHUMH JIopaaMu U jeau. OHu
npoe3kanud BOJM3U OT PeKH, KOTOpas BBIILIA
u3 OeperoB u 3atomwia jgopory. Kapera
IIepeBEpHyJIach B IOTOKE BOJbI M Hadaia
TOHYTbH. TOHYIIME JOMAAN OTYASTHHO OUJIHCH U
Oopomuck co cruxued. Jlakenm, W3BO3UMKH,




threw themselves out of the carriage in
excessive fright," she said. "But I found my
thoughts so much taken up with God, that I had
no distinct sense of the danger to which we
were really exposed. God, to whom my mind
was inwardly drawn, delivered me from the
perils to which we were exposed, with scarcely
a thought on my part of avoiding them... In this
state of mind, I can not fail to be content in the
trials which He sees fit to send upon me. In the
spirit of acquiescence in God's will, I would
rather endure them all my life long, than put an
end to them in a dependence on myself."

Would almighty God get upset and
panic over a minor incident like a traffic
accident, she reasoned? Then why should a
person attuned to his mind and will be
concerned? She had something more important
to think about than a carriage accident: her
adoration of the Living Christ.

She enjoyed God so much that she
attempted to stifle her own will and live totally
in accord with His. "When two well-tuned
lutes are in perfect concert, that which is not
touched renders the same sound as that which
is touched," she said explaining how she felt
about God's will. "There is the same spirit in
both, the same sound, one pure harmony. It
was thus that my will seemed to be in harmony
with God's will..."

"The soul must submit itself to be
conducted, from moment to moment, by the
Divine hand; and to be annihilated, as it were,
by the strokes of His providence without
complaining, or desiring anything besides what
it now has...

"But the misfortune is that people wish
to direct God instead of resigning themselves
to be directed by Him. We wish to take the
lead, and to follow in a way of their own
selection instead of submissively and passively
following where God sees fit to conduct them.
And hence it is, that many souls who are called
to the enjoyment of God himself and mot
merely to the gifts of God, spend all their lives

JopAbl U eau opocuiuch cnacarbes. «KTo-To
OT Y)KaCHOrO MCIIyra CTajl BBIIIPBITMBATh U3
Kapere», - ropopur Magam [umiion. «Ho s
HACTOJIBKO ObUIa TIOTJIONIEHA MBICTISIMH O
I'ocnoze, 4TO s MpaKTUYECKU HE YyBCTBOBAJA
OIIaCHOCTH, KOTOpAsk HaBUCJa HaJ HaMu. bor, k
KOTOPOMY sI ObUIa YCTpEMJICHA BCEM CBOUM
€CTeCTBOM, H30aBMJI MEHS OT OIAacCHOCTH,
LapuBLIEH BOKPYI Hac, a s JaXe MU He
3aJyMbIBajlach HaJ] TeM Kak e¢ H30exars.
[TornoménHas TakUMH MBICIISIMH, 51 HE MOTY HE
OBITh JTOBOJILHOW TeM, Kakue ucmnbiTaHuss OH
MHe TnocbutaeT. [IpeObiBasi B coriacum ¢
Boxbelr Bojel, s Obl Jydiie Tepresia STH
UCIIBITaHUs BCIO MOIO JKM3Hb, UEM OTKa3aTbCs
oT nosepus l'ocrogy v moslaraTteCs Ha caMoé€
ce0s.

Cran ObI BCEMOTYIIHM bor
paccTpanBaThCs U MAHUKOBATH U3-3a KAKOTO-TO
HeboubIIoro mpoucuecTsusa Ha gopore? Torna
CTOUT JIM 4YEJIOBEKYy, HacTpoeHHOMY Ha Ero
pasyMm W BOJIO, BoOJIHOBatbcs? s
pasMBINUICHU OB BEIIM ¥ TIOBa)KHEE
NPOHUCIIECTBUSI C KapeToi: e€ moboBb K
KUBOMY XPHUCTY.

OHa HACTOJIBKO pajioBajach KOMITAHUHU
I'ocnona, 4o mojaBisiyia CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO
BOJIIO U >kmiia B corjiacuu ¢ Ero Bomei. «Korma
JBE  XOpOLIO  HACTPOCHHBIE  JIIOTHU B
UJCAJIbHOM COIVIACHMH, Ta K KOTOpPOHM HE
IIPUKACAIOTCS, U3MAaET TaKOW K€ 3BYK, KaK Ta
Ha KOTOPOW WIrparoT», - TaKk TOBOpUJIA MaJam
'uiioH, o0OBsACHSAA CBOE IMOHMMAaHUE BOJIHU
Boxnpeit. B obenx MOTHAX OJHA IyIna, OJIUH
3BYK, OJIHA 4YKCTasi rapMoHus. Takum oOpasom,
MOSI BOJISI TNPEACTAB/UIACH B TapMOHHUM C
BoJie bora...»

«yma [oKHA TOKOPUTHCS, YTOOBI
BoxxecTBeHHast pyka yIpasisuia €0 B Jr000e
Bpems. Mmum Oynmer cokpymena boxbum
MIPOBUIECHUEM, KAaK 3TO CIy4yaJoCh paHbIIE C
TEMH, KTO JKAJIOBAJICS U XKeJall CBEPX TOT0, 4TO
YK€ UMEID».

«Ho HecyacThe mro/el 3aKI04YaeTcs B
TOM, YTO OHHU >KEJArT HampasisaTh ['ocnona,
BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI MOKOpUTHCS EMy U OBITH
HanpasiasieMbiIMU VM. MBI XOTUM TIJ1aBEHCTBO-
BaTh U UATH IyTEM, KOTOPBI caMu BbIOMpaeM,
BMECTO TOTO, 4YTOOBI TIOKOPHO M MAaCCHBHO
CJIIEIUTH 3a TEM, YTO JUIs HAac IMpUroTosBui bor.
N orcroma crenyer, 4YTO MHOTHE JYILH,
IIpU3BaHHBIE pasoBatbes caMoMy l'ocnony, a




in pursuing and in feeding on little

consolations," she said.

In July, 1681, she and her maid, who
was her best-friend and a like-minded Quietist,
took her five-year-old daughter and left Paris
for a missionary trip near the protestant
stronghold of Geneva. King Louis XIV had
sent troops into the area to kill or convert the
heretics. Madame Guyon felt that Protestants
and Catholics alike devoted too much energy
to observing hollow forms of religion while
neglecting internal purity and truth.

As part of her mission she endowed
convents, established schools, founded
hospitals, and served in soup kitchens. But by
far the most impact from her missionary work
came from her personal witnessing.

As a rule, when she moved into a city
she rented a modest cottage and retired inside
to devote herself to prayer. She described one
of her stops at the town of Thonon: "It had the
look of the greatest poverty and had no
chimney except in the kitchen through which
one was obliged to pass to go to the chamber. |
gave up the largest chamber to my daughter
and maid. The chamber reserved to my self
was a very small one and I ascended to it by a
ladder. Having no furniture of my own except
some beds, quite plain and homely, I bought a
few cheap chairs and such articles of earthen
or wooden ware as were necessary. Never did
I enjoy a greater content than in this hovel. It
seemed to me entirely conformable to the
littleness and simplicity which characterize the
true life in Christ".

Madam Guyon made no announcement
of her presence in town but within days a
steady stream of people began to call at her
door seeking spiritual help. Milkmaids and
knights, bishops and drunks, streetwalkers and
nuns, monks and merchants -- all felt strangely
moved to seek the prayers and counsel of this
quiet woman who kept to her own house
praying. The line formed at dawn and the last
visitor seldom left before midnight. Some
turned to Christ; some left to throw rocks at her
windows. She prayed with all.

He Ero pgapam, mnpoBoAsT BCIO KH3Hb B
MOMCKAaX, M TMOJYy4aloT Malyl  JOJI0
YTELIECHUs», - TOBOpUIIA MajaM [ uiioH.

B wurone 1681 roga oHa BMecTe cO
CIIy’)KaHKOM, KoTopass Oblma e€ Jydmiei
NOJpYrol M  OJHOAYMIIEM, B3sIB  CBOIO
INATWIETHIO J104b, TOKuHYyda [lapmwx u
OTIIPaBUJIACh B MUCCHOHEPCKYIO MOE3/KY Oyn3
nporectaHckoil kpenoctu B JKenese. Kopoib
JIyn XIV ormpaBuil B Ty MECTHOCTb BOMCKA,
YTOObl Ka3HUTh WJIM OOpaTUTh EpPETHKOB.
Mapnam ['uiioH 4yBCTBOBaAJIA, YTO IIPOTECTAHTHI
U KaTOJIMKH BKJIQJBIBAJIM CJIMIIKOM MHOTO
SHEPTUH B  COONIOACHUE MYCTHIX (OopM
penuruy, He oOparias Mpu TOM BHUMaHUS Ha
BHYTPEHHIOIO YUCTOTY H MPABEIHOCTb.

Yactpio e  oOs3aHHOCTEH  OBLIO
MIOMOTaTh MOHACTBIPSIM, YYPEXAaTh IIKOJIBI,
CTpOMTH  OOJIBHUIIBI ¥  pa3faBaTh €1y
o6enusakam. Ho camyro Oombinyio paboty B
CBOCH MHCCHOHEPCKOW JIEATENIbHOCTH OHa
npoJenana, caMma CBUJIETeNbCTBYs 0 ['ocrioze.

Kak mpaBuiio, Korja oHa mpuesxaia B
ropoj, OHa CHMMajla CKPOMHOE >KWIHIIE, TJie
OHa MOTJIa MOJUThCA. BOT Kak OHa ONmuChHIBaeT
CBOIO OCTAaHOBKY B ropojie TonoH: «Kunuiie
BBITIIAZIENIO OYeHb yooro. TpyOa OblLia TOIBKO
B KyXHE, ¥ BXOJ B KOMHATy TOXe ObUI depe3
KyxHI0. S onpenenuia OOJbIIYI0 KOMHATY JUIS
MOEH Jouepu M CIy)KaHKH, a MOsl KOMHAara
Obula OYEHb MAJIEHBKOH, M Ty/Aa HYKHO ObLIO
B30uparecs mo JjectHure. M3 mebenu Mbl ¢
coOOl MPUBE3NTH TOJBKO KPOBATH, IOATOMY
KyIHjIa HECKOJBKO JIEMIEBBIX CTYNIbEB U KOe-
Kakyto mnocyny. Hwurne Oonbme s He
UCTIBIThIBANA OOJBIICH pajocTH, YeM B ITOU
nauyre. [To MHe oHa ObLIa OYEeHb YAOOHOU AJist
IIPOCTOM M HENPUTA3ATEIBHOM  JKHU3HH,
KOTOPOH XapaKTepu3yeTcsl HCTUHHASI )KU3Hb BO
Xpucrey.

Magam I'mitoH He 00BSABIIIA O CBOEM
IIpUe3[e B Iopoj, HO 4Yepe3 HECKOJBKO THEH
HayvaIu MPUXOIUTH JIIOAU B MOUCKAX JTyXOBHON
NOJJCPKKH.  MOJOYHMIIBI M pBILapH,
eMHUCKOIbl W TbSHUIIBI, YJIWYHBIE JAEBKH H
MOHAIIIKH, MOHAaX! ¥ TOPTOBIIBI — BCE MTOYEMY-
TO HYXKJIQJIUCh B MOJIMTBE U COBETE ITON TUXOHN
KEHIIUHBI, KOTOpas Moiuiach y ceos qoma. C
BOCXOJIOM COJHI@A Yy JBepu MaaaMm ['wuiton
oOpa3oBbIBajlach oOuepeab, M ObLIO KpaiHe
penKo, Korjaa MoCIeIHUNA MOCETUTENb yXOIHII
1o mosiyHoud. HekoTopble oOpamanuch K




"People flocked together from all sides,
far and near", she said. "Friars, priests, men of
the world, maids, wives, widows, all came, one
after another to hear... Many were the souls
which submitted to God at this time."

Some priests, "Were grievously
chagrined that a woman should be so much
flocked to and sought after. For, looking at the
things as they were in themselves, and not as
they were in God, who uses what instrument
He pleases, they forgot, in their contempt for
the instrument, to admire the goodness and
grace manifested through it."

During the years of her missionary
trips, she also wrote several books including a
20 volume commentary on the Bible and A4
Short Method of Prayer.

Her book on prayer emphasized the
importance of internal spiritual life over mere
external forms of religion.

"It is not actions in themselves
considered which please Him, but the inward
spirit with which they are done; and especially
the constant ready obedience to every
discovery of His will, even in the minutest
things," she said.

"It was my object to instruct them in
the way of living by simple faith, in distinction
from living ceremonially; and thus to lead
them to rest upon God alone through Christ. I
remarked to them, that the way of living by
faith was much more glorious to God, and
much more advantageous to the soul, than any
other method of living," she said.

This stand on faith got her into serious
trouble. Persecutions abounded. People burned
her books. Some said she was insane.
Everyone held an opinion; they loved or hated
her, they praised or condemned. She ignored
them all equally as she sailed serenely on
following what she believed to be God's will.

Xpucty, a HEKOTOpbhle YXOIWIn U Opocaiu
KaMHHU B €€ okHa. OHa MOJIMIach CO BCEMM.

«JIromn cobupanuch OTOBCIOAY - W3
naneka W Onm3ka. MoHaxu, CBSIICHHUKH,
MUPCKUE JIIOJIU, CIYy’KaHKH, KEHBI, BJOBbI, BCE
UM OAMH 32 JPYT'MM, YTOOBI MOCTYIIATh.
MHorue Toraa yseposanu B ['ocrionay.

Hekotopble  CBAIIEHHUKH  «ObUIN
CUWJIBHO OTOpPYEHBI TEM, YTO K ITOU KCHILWHE
HACTOJIBKO CTpeMATcs XoauTh moau. Ho6o,
CMOTpS Ha BEIIM KaK OHU €CTh, a HE TaK KaK UX
BUJIUT U UCNIOJB3YeT ['ocnionb, OHU IIpe3nupanu
Magam [umiton, koTopas Obula OTHUM W3
MHCTpyMEHTOB B boxpux pykax no Ero
m3Bosienmnto. M, mpesupas €€,  Takou
MHCTPYMEHT, OHH 3a0bIBAIM BOCXHILIATHCS
nobpoToit m Onaromateio I'ocnona, KoTopsie
IIPOSIBIISIUCH Y€pe3 TOT UHCTPYMEHT.

3a rOJIbl eé MHCCHOHEPCKUX
IIyTEUIECTBUI, OHA TAaKXK€E Halrcaia HECKOJIbKO
KHUT, BKJItouasi 20-TH TOMHBIN KOMMEHTapuil K
Bbubmuu u «MeTox MOITUTBY.

B e€ xkHure o MoauTBE [JenacTcs
AKIICHT Ha Ba)XHOCTb BHYTPEHHEU JYXOBHOU
KU3HU HaJl BHEITHUMHU (POPMaMH IPOSBICHUS
penurum.

«[elictBusst He camu mo cebe pamyrOT
Ero, a nmymeBHBI HAacTpOW C KOTOPBIM OHHU
nenarorca. M1 0coOEHHO MOCTOSHHAs TOJIHAS
TOTOBHOCTb IIOBUHOBATHCSA mobomy
nposisiieHnto  Ero Boam, gaxe B caMmbIx
MeJo4ax», - TOBOpUJIA OHa.

«TakoBa OblTa MOS WENb: YYUTh HX
KUTb IIPOCTON BEPOH, B OTIIMYMU OT KU3HU CO
BCAKUMHU OOpsiIaMH U LEPEMOHUSMU; U TaKUM
o0pa3oM MOMOYb UM MOJHOCTBIO MOJATraThCs
TOJBKO Ha ogHOro bora yepe3 Xpucra. S um
roBOpuia, 4Tto o0Opa3 >KM3HM 1O Bepe Ooiiee
3aMedaTelbHbpIl Mg l'ocmoma, M HMMeEeT
HaMHOTO OoJbllle MPEUMYILECTB AJs JAYyIIH,
yeM Kakoi-mubo Jpyroi crmocod XKU3HHY», -
ropopuia majgam [ 'niioH.

OTO BepoydeHHE CO3JaI0 JUIsl Heé
ceppé3aple  mpobnembl. EE€  mocTosHHO
npecinenoBaid. Jlrooau cxuranm €€ KHUTH.
Hexkotopeie roBopwiIy, 4T0 OHAa CyMacIueuasl.
VY kaxaoro ObUIO CBOE MHEHHE: OHHU JIMOO
IIO0MIM, IU00 HEeHaBHAEIH €€, OHU JIHOOo
XBaWiaM, 6o  ocyxmamu  e€.  Omna
UTHOPUPOBAa BCEX U BCA U CIIOKOMHO IJIbLIA
0 TOMY TEYEHHIO, KOTOpOE Bepuia, ObLIO
BoJien bora.




God's will led her to return to Paris.

Trouble for Madame Guyon appeared
to come from several sources -- yet, she said it
only came from one source.

The several sources included relatives
who hoped to eliminate her so they could
control the Guyon fortune. Her purity of life
offended some of the ladies of the court who
saw her simple lifestyle and piety as a rebuke
to their own licentiousness. Some protestants
viewed her missionary efforts as a papist plot
meddling in their religious freedom. Some
catholic archbishops said she was a living saint
while others condemned her as a heretic. King
Louis XIV wanted Madame Guyon to give her
12-year-old daughter in marriage to the
Marquis of Chanvalon, an old rake to whom
the king owed money; the girl's estates would
pay off the King's debt.

For whatever reason, Madame Guyon
was arrested and locked in prison. The king
signed the letire de cachet on January 29,
1688.

"Amid the various trials and
temptations to which I was exposed," she said,
"I bore everything with the greatest tranquility,
without taking any care to justify or defend
myself. Having faith in God, I left it with Him
to order everything as He should see best in
regard to me."

In prison she prayed: "O my God, let
me be wholly thine! Let me love thee purely
for thyself, for thou art infinitely lovely. O my
God, be thou my all. Let everything else be as
nothing to me."

The reason she could enjoy tranquility
and concentrate on her devotions even while
separated from her daughter, her wealth and
her freedom was that she believed all her
troubles issued from only one single source--
the love of God.

She said of her persecutors: "They only
did what God permitted them to do, which
enabled me always to keep God in sight...
When we suffer, we should always remember

Bounst Boxxbst Oblia TakOBO#, YTOOBI OHA
BO3BpaTwiacsk B [lapux.

[TpoGnemsl y Manam ['miloH BO3ZHUKIH
13 HECKOJbKUX MCTOYHHUKOB — U BCE XK€ OHa
FOBOPUJIA, YTO BCE IIJIO U3 OJHOTO UCTOYHHKA.

Otu HWCTOYHUKHU BKJIFOUAJA
POJCTBEHHUKOB, KOTOpbIE MBITATUCH
n30aBUTBCS OT HeE B HAACKAE 3aBIAACTh
HacienctBoM pona I'uiton. EE mnpaenHas
KU3Hb OCKOPOJsIa HEKOTOPBIX MPHUABOPHBIX
Je, KOTOphIE€ yCMAaTpUBAIM B €€ MPOCTOM
oOpa3ze Ku3HU YyOpEK UX COOCTBEHHOTO
paciyrcrsa. Hekortopsie MIPOTECTAHTHI
paccMatpuBaiu €€  MHUCCHOHEPCTBO  Kak
MAlCKUM  3aroBOp, KOTOPBIM  MeEIIall  UX
PEIUTUO3HOU cBoboJe. Hexkoropsie
KAaTOJIMYECKUE APXUEMUCKOIBbl TOBOPUIIH, UTO
OHa CBATasA, B TO BPeMsl KaK APYrue OOBUHSIN
e€ B epecu. Kopoms Jlyn XIV xoren, 4ToObI
MazaM |uiioH BbIaja CBOIO 12-TH JIETHIOIO
noub 3a mapku3a lllanBanmoHckoro, craporo
pacnyTHHKa, KOTOPOMY KOpOJb 3aJI0JDKAI
neHer. JIeBOUKMHBI TIOMECTbSI OKYIIIIA OBl
JIOJIT KOPOJISL.

Mapgam ['uiton He corjlacuiach Ha 3TOT
Opak, u3-3a 4ero e€ apecToBaId U MOCAAUIH B
TIOppMy. 29 sgHBaps 1688 roma Kopoib
MOJITUCANT «YKa3 O 3aTOUYCHUN.

«Cpenu pa3NUyHBIX UCHBITAaHUU U
UCKYIIICHUH, KOTOPBIM s Oblia MOABEPTHYTA, S
BCE BBIHOCHJIA C BEIWYANIIMM CIOKONCTBHUEM,
HE TIBITAsACh OMPAaBIATh WU 3alIUTUTH CeOsl.
Nwmes Bepy B ['ocnona, s octaBuiia BCE 3TO Ha
Ero ycmoTpenuey, - roBopuiia oHa.

B Troppme ona Mosmnack: «l'ocnonp,
NyCTh 5 TOJIHOCTBIO TpUHAIeKY Tebe wu
mobmro Tebsa, mbo Tel — BeuHast IHOOOBbB.
I'ocnogu, Oyns moum IloBenurenem. U mycTsb
HUYTO APYro€ MEHs HE BOJIHYET».

IIpyynHa, 1O KOTOPOM OHa MoOrjua
HaCJIaXIaThCs YMHUPOTBOPEHUEM u
KOHLIEHTPUPOBaTh BHHUMAHUE HAa MOJIUTBAX
Jake B TO BpeMs, KOorjga Oblaa pasilydeHa C
Jo4Yepbio, 60raTcTBOM M CBOOOJIOH, OBLIO TO,
YTO OHa BepWia, 4YTO Bce €€ mpoOIeMbl
UCXOJAT M3 OJHOTO HCTOYHHKA - JIIOOBH K
bory.

O cBoux mpecienoBaTeNsIX ~— OHa
ropopwia Tak: «OHU Jenaau TOJBKO TO, YTO
no3Bossul UM ['ocrosap, W 3TO Bcerjga AaBallo
MHE BO3MOXHOCTb BUJIeTh ['ocniona. Korma Mbl




that God inflicts the blow. Wicked men, it is
true, are not infrequently His instruments; and
the fact does not diminish, but simply develops
their wickedness. But when we are so mentally
disposed that we love the strokes we suffer,
regarding them as coming from God, and as
expressions of what He sees best for us, we are
then in the proper state to look forgivingly and
kindly upon the subordinate instrument which
He permits to smite us."

Not only did she see God as the source
of every Christian's troubles, she also saw him
as the source of every comfort. When she fell
gravely ill in prison, to the point of dying, her
jailers called in a physician, an action she saw
as another evidence of God's love: "It was God
who put it into their hearts and gave them the
determination to do it... After bringing me
down, He was pleased to raise me up again,"
she said.

The king promised to release her from
prison in eight days if she would consent to her
daughter's marriage to his crony. She refused.

"God allows suffering, but never allows
wrong," she replied. "I see clearly that it is His
will that I should remain in prison and endure
the pains which are connected with it; and [ am
entirely content that it should be so. I can never
buy my liberty at the expense of sacrificing my
daughter".

"When God was pleased to call me to
Christ's mission, which is a mission of peace
and love to the sinful and the wandering, He
taught me that I must be willing to be, in some
sense, a partaker in Christ's sufferings," she
said.

It looked then as though she would stay
locked up for the rest of her life. Louis XIV did
not take kindly to anyone, even members of the
highest aristocracy, who opposed his will.

CTpajaeM, MbI BCErja JOJKHBI MIOMHUTh, YTO
I'ocnoas Hanocut ynap. M mpaBma TO, 4TO
3JIbl€ JIFOAM HEPENKo sBIsAIOTCA Ero opynuem.
Ho ot sroro ¢axr octaércs ¢pakToM - IpoCTO
37bl€  JIOAM €€ pa3 IO0Ka3blBalOT CBOO
rpexoBHOCTh. OJHaKo, KOrJAa MBI  Tak
HACTPOCHBI, YTO MBI JIOOUM T€ yAapbl, U3-3a
KOTOPBIX CTpajaeM, KOrJga Mbl IOHUMAaeM, 4TO
OHM HcXomAT oT bora, m 310 curyauus,
koTopyto OH cumraer a1 Hac HauOolee
MOAXOALIEH, Mbl TOrJa HAxOAUMCS B
NPaBUIBHOM COCTOSIHUM, YTOOBI MpoLaTh MU
NOOpO’KENaTeNIbHO  OTHOCHTBCA K TOMY
«opyauto», kotopomy OH MO3BOJIIET Hac
OUTBY.

OHa HE TOIBKO  BHJEIA,  YTO
HUCTOYHUKOM BCEX NpPOOJIeM XpHCTUAH €CTh
bor, ona Taxxke Buaena Ero HMCTOYHHMKOM
kaxaoro yremenus. Korma oHa cuibHO
3abonena B TIOpbME, ObUIa TPH CMEPTH,
OXpaHHMKM IIO3BajM Bpada - IIOCTYIOK, B
KOTOpOM OHa emé pa3 ycMmaTpuBaia
JI0Ka3aTenbeTBO JI0OBHU [ocnonueit: «MeHHo
l'ocropp BIOXKWA MM 3TO B cepAua, U JAal
pemmMocTs caenarb 9310... [locne Moero
najgeHusi, EMy cHoBa ObUIO YroaHO TOJHSTH
MEHS».

Koponp moobeman ocBoboauth €€
yepe3 8 OHEW, eclIM OHa COIVIACUTCS OTHATh
CBOIO J04Yb B kEHbl ero Japyry. OHa
OTKa3ajach.

«bor mo3Bossger crpamate, HO OH
HUKOTJ]a HE IMO3BOJISIET OBITh HEMpPaBbIMY, -
oTBeTWIAa OHA. «SI sAcHO BHMXKY, 4TO Ha TO Ero
BOJIL, YTOOBI 51 OcTajach B 3TOM TIOpbME U
nepeHocuna 0Oonb, CBA3aHHYIO C¢ Heil. U s
BIOJIHE CcOIJlacHa, 4ToObl Tak W Obuio. S
HUKOTJ]a He KyIUTio ce0e cBOOOy LieHOH Moel
JOYEp».

«Kornma bory 6buto yroaHo mnpusBath
MEHSI K XPUCTHAHCKOMY MHUCCHOHEPCTBY, UTO
ObUIO C MOeW CTOpPOHBI MHCCHEH Mupa U
mo0BM TrpemHUKaM u  OmyxpatomuM, OH
Hay4ywJl MEHs, UYTO B KAaKOM-TO CMBICIE 5
JOJDKHA XOTeTh NPUHUMATh Ha ceds 4YacThb
crpananuii Mucycay.

Torma BcE BBRITISACIO TaK, YTO €M
IIPEICTOUT MPOBECTH TaM OCTATOK CBOUX JTHEH.
Jlyn XIV He OblI CHHUCXOJHUTEJCH HU K KOMY,
Ja)K€ K BBICILIEH apUCTOKPAaTUH, KOTOpas Iija
IIPOTUB €0 BOJIH.




Whatever the pampered king thought,
God must have wanted Madame Guyon out of
jail.

Her case had become somewhat of a
novelty; seeing a highborn lady, a millionaire
heiress who owned vast estates, in jail became
a spectator sport for members of the court.
Lord and Ladies flocked to see her in jail.

One of the tourists was Madame
Francoise Maintenon.

This young woman knew the ropes at
court. The king kept a series of mistresses upon
whom he fathered numerous children. The
mistresses played fun and games but someone
had to watch the children. Miss Maintenon
became governess of the king's unofficial
children. From that position, she undermined
the other women and moved to the King's
bedroom  where she eliminated the
competition. The king doted on her.

Eventually, when the queen died years
later, Madame Maintenon would become his
second wife.

But, when Madame Maintenon saw
Madame Guyon in prison, something about the
prisoner attracted the courtesan. This woman
appeared to have an inner peace, an indefinable
Something which was missing from the whirl
of court parties, affairs and intrigues.

Writing to a friend, the king's favorite
mistress said, "I have been young and
beautiful, have had a high relish of pleasure,
and been the universal object of love... I have
at last risen to favor; but I protest to you, my
dear, that every one of these conditions leaves
in the mind a dismal vacuity." The mistress
determined to free the prisoner. She explained
the law of supply and demand to the raunchy
king and he soon released Madame Guyon.

The younger woman invited Madame
Guyon to live with her in the palace the king
supplied.

There Madame Guyon conducted home
prayer meetings and counseling sessions for
the young women of King Louis' court!

Palace or prison made no difference to
Madame Guyon so absorbed was she in the

Hecmotps Ha BCE [IPUXOTHU
n3banoBaHHOTO Kopoisi, bory Obuto yrosso,
4T0OBI MagaM [ MiOH BBINLIA U3 TIOPHMBI.

E€é cnywan cran d4emM-TO Bpoae
HOBUHKHA. HaOmomaTe 3a neam  TomyObIX
KpOBeii, 001agaTeIbHUIy OIPOMHOTO COCTOSI-
HUS, B TIOpPbME, CTal0 pa3BICYECHUEM JUISA
MIPUABOPHOM 3HATU. JIOPIBI U JIEU TOJIUIINC,
4TOOBI YBUJIETh €€ TaM.

OOHUM U3 TOCETUTENEN ObLIa MajgaM
MeHTeHOH.

Ora Monojas JKEHIIMHA 3Hajla BCE
XOAbl U BBIXOJBI TMPHU JIBOpE. Y KOPOJIs OBLIO
MHO>KECTBO JIFOOOBHHII, OT KOTOPBIX Y HETro
Obul0  MHOXecTBO  jieTeid.  JIxoOOBHHMIIBI
BECEIWINCh M pPa3BIEKaJUCh, HO KOMY-TO
HYXHO OBIO clenuTh 3a JeTbMU. Manam
MenTeHOH cTajla HIHBKOM IS JTHX
HE3aKOHHOPOXKACHHBIX neTei KOPOJIs.
3aHMMas TaKyl IIO3MIMIO, OHAa JIETKO
N00HMIach PACIIONOKEHHUS KOPOJs, TEM CaMbIM
OJlep’)KaB  BEpPX HAJ BCEMHU OCTAJIbHBIMHU
moboBHuIaMU. Koponb yrmy B Helt He Jasiil.

B pesynpraTe, korga, rojel CIyCTS,
yMepia KOopoJieBa, MagaM MEHTEHOH [0JIKHa
ObLTa CTAaTh €r0 BTOPOU KEHOU.

Korma wmagam MeHnteHoH yBuaena
MagaM ['MHOH B TIOpBME, dTa y3HULA YEM-TO
IIpUBJIEKJIa  BHUMaHUE  KypTuU3aHku. B
JKEHIMHE LIApUJI KAKOW-TO BHYTPEHHUN MHUDP U
YTO-TO HEOINPEAEIUMOE, YEro HE XBaTalo B

BOJIOBOPOTE MIPUIBOPHBIX T'YJISHOK,
[Ipa3HECTB U UHTPHUT.
B mmceme k moapyre — nepsas

m000BHUIIA KOpoJIs mucana: «5 Obuia 1oHa U
KpacuBa, y MeHsA ObLI0O MHOTO pajaocTedl u s
Obula BCEOOIIMM NpeIMETOM BHUMaHUS. S
HaKOHEIl J0OUIach PacHoIOKEHHUS KOPOJIs, HO
yBepsito TeOs, MOsl J0oporas, 4ro BCE 3TO
OCTaBJIIET B JAyIllI€ TOJIBKO IycTOTy». OHa
pemia TOOUTHCS OCBOOOKICHHUS
3aKmouéHHOM. OHa pa3bsiCHUIIA 3aKOH CIIpoca
U NPEATIOKEHUS NTOXOTIMBOMY KOPOJIIO, U TOT
CKOPO 0cBOOOIMIT Magam [ uiioH.

Ora MoyioAasl JKEHIIMHA IpUIJacuiia
ManaMm ['MiOH XUTh C HEW B 3aMKe, KOTOPBIA
IIPEI0CTaBUII KOPOJIb.

Mapam ['niioH nmpoBoMiIa TaM MOJIMT-
BEHHBIE COOpaHUs M JJaBajla COBETHl MOJIOBIM
MPUABOPHBIM JJaMaM.

Ona OblTa HACTOJBKO MOTJIOLICHA
mo00BBI0 XpHUCTa, 4YTO JJIsi He€ HE HUMENO




love of Christ.

"I live, therefore, as well as I can
express it, out of myself and all other creatures,
in union with God," she said. "It is thus that
God, by His sanctifying grace, has become to
me All in all.... I find God in everything which
is, and in everything which comes to pass. The
creature is nothing; God is ALL...

"Viewed in relation to the creature,
everything is dark -- viewed in relation to God,
everything is light," she said.

"The greatest satisfaction I can have is
the knowledge that He is what He is; and that,
being what He is, He never will be otherwise.
If I am saved at last, it will be the free gift of
God; since I have no worth and no merit of my
own," she said

"All that T know is that God is infinitely
holy, righteous and happy; that all goodness is
in Him; and that, as to myself, I am a mere
nothing.”

For these sentiments, her enemies
accused her of being a pantheist. They
subjected her books, her letters, her life to
close scrutinization by committee after
committee. Eventually, Madame Maintenon's
heart changed and she too joined the ranks of
Madame Guyon's enemies.

Having lost the protection of the King's
favorite mistress, Madame Guyon was
arrested again for heresy and locked in the
Bastille. The famous Man in the Iron Mask,
thought by many to be the king's twin brother,
was confined in the Bastille at the same time
she was there. The Bastille held the reputation
of being the most horrible prison on earth.
There Madame Guyon spent four years in
solitary confinement.

"I, being in the Bastille, said to Thee, O
my God, If thou art pleased to render me a
spectacle to men and angels, thy holy will be
done! All T ask is that thou wilt be with and
save those who love thee," she prayed.

When she finally got out, as a condition
of her release, the king forced her to sign a
written vow that she would never reveal what
had happened to her inside the awful
dungeons.

3HAUEHUs I/ OHA HAaXOJUTCS — HA BOJIE WIH B
TIOpbME.

«Hackonbko s MOTYy OOBACHUTH, 5
KHUBY OTPEKIINCH OT ce0sl U BCEro APYroro - B
coroze ¢ borom. Ilostromy I'ocnome Csoeit
OCBSIIIAIOIIEH ONarogaTtbio CTal Ui MEHS
BceM... S Bmwxky l'ocmoma BO BCEM, UTO
CyIIeCTByeT ceiddyac u BO BCEM, 4To OyneT B
6yaymem. TBaps uuto, Focroas — BCE. . .».

«Ecmu paccMaTpuBaTh BCE B
OTHOIIEHMM K TBapu - BCE TbMa, a €CIH
paccMaTpuBarh BCE B OTHOLIEHUH K ['ocriony —
BCE CBETY.

«HauOoupiiee 11st MeHsI yJOBOJIbCTBHE
- 3HaTh, uT0 OH TOT, KTO OH ecTb. U, Oynyun
teM, keM OH ecth, OH HHKOTJa He OyneT
apyruM. Eciim B KOHIIE s criacych, 3TO OyneT
nap boxwuit. Tak kak S HU4YEM ITOT Aap HE
3aCIIY’KMBAIOY.

«Bcé uTo g 3HAO - 3TO TO, 4TO bor
OeCKOHEYHO CBST, MpaBesieH u onaxeH. B Hém
3aKJIl0YeHa Bcg J00poTa. A dYTO Kacaercs
MeHs, s a0CONIOTHOE HHUYTO», - TOBOpHJIA
magam I uiion.

3a Takue pedeHus e€ Bparu OOBMHWIU
e¢ B manTensme. OHU MOJBEPIIN €€ KHUTH, €€
MUChbMA, €€ KU3Hb TIIATEIBbHOW IPOBEPKE 3a
IIPOBEPKOM. B KOHIlE KOHLIOB PacCIOJIOXKEHUE
MagaM MEHTEHOH WHcUYe3J0, U OHa TOXKE
IIPUCOEIUHWIACh K 4YHCIy BparoB Majam
I'miton.

VYTpatus 3aLUTy Tr0OUMO
KYPTU3aHKH Kopois, Majgam [MiOH orsTh
Obula apecToBaHa 3a epech M 3aTOoueHa B
bactunuu. 3HaMEHUTBIN YENOBEK B JKEIE3HOU
MacKe, KOTOPOTO MHOTHE CUHUTAIOT OpaToM-
ONM3HEIIOM KOpoJisi, Haxoawics B bactunuu B
TO K€ BpEMs, UTO U OHA. bacTunus cuuranack
CaMOHM Y)KacHOM TIOpbMOM B Mupe. Manam
I'miion mpoBena TaM B 3aTOYEHHUHM U IOJHOM
OJIMHOYECTBE 4 roja.

«Haxonsice B bactunmu, s oOpamiaroch
k Tebe, moii I'ocnogs. Ecim TebGe yromno
OTIaTh MEHS JIIOIAM WM aHreiam, Aa Oyner
TBOs BoJisi! Beé€, wero s mpomry - 370 uToOBI ThI
ObLI ¢ TeMU, KTO TeOs IFOOUT, U CIIac UX».

Korzaa oHa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BbIIIIA U3
bactwinm, KOpoJsib 3acTaBUil €€ MO YCIOBHUIO
OCBOOOXKICHHSI TIOJMHUCATh KISTBY O TOM, YTO
OHA HUKOIJa U HUKOMY HE PACCKaXKeT, 4TO C
HEU IIPOUCXOAWIO 3a CTEHAMHU JTOM YKaCHOU
TEMHULBI.




But when she died in 1717, at age 69,
her family found among her papers a poem she
had written about being in prison, but that
poem does not break her vow. Here is what she
said:

A little bird I am,
Shut from the fields of air;
And in my cage [ sit and sing
To Him who placed me there;
Well pleased a prisoner to be,
Because, my God, it pleases Thee.

My cage confines me round;
Abroad I cannot fly;
But though my wing is closely bound,
My heart's at liberty.
My prison walls can not control
The flight, the freedom of my soul.

Oh, it is good to soar
These bolts and bars above,
To Him whose purpose I adore,
Whose providence I love:
And in thy mighty will to find
The joy, the freedom of the mind.

END

Korma ona ymepna B 1717 romy B
Bo3pacTe 69 5eT, poJIHbIE HAIUIM Cpenu €€
Oymar CTUXOTBOpPEHHE, KOTOpOE OHA Hamucasia
0 CBO&M TMpeOBIBAHUM B TIOPbME, HO 3TO
CTUXOTBOPEHUE HE Hapylmaer €€ KIATBbL. BoT
OHO:

(ITepeBon Tekcra ¢ anrauiickoro Mapun
Keaan (Maria Kelley). Centsiops 2010 1.)

A ne nopxaio ¢ 6emouxu Ha 8emKy
U ne napio 6 npo3payroll gvluiuHe.

A nmuuka boowcvs, 3anepmas 8 Kiemke,
Ho smom nnen coscem ne 6 mseocmo mHe.
U nvémces most necenxa c60600HO,
H60 maxk 6v110 T'ocnody yeoono.

Ilycms 3anepma y moeti Kiemxku 0gepya,
B miopwvme yboeoti ne pacnpasumu Kpbli.
Ho cepoye, mot na 6one moé cepoye!
U sonto my Cnacumenv mHe OmKpuLL.
Jlywu ne npepvigaemcs noném,
Koezoa 6 neti uckpa bBooicus sicuém.

Bcé smo — npax: pewémru, knemxu, 0gepu.
A 6 noonebecve 83M010 HAABY
K Tomy, 6 ueii npomvicen s cesamo gepio,
K Tomy, ubum nposudenuem sxncugy.
H nobopos commenvs u cmamenve,
B Tebe, I'ocnoos, naiidy ynoxoenve.

(ITepeBoj CTUXOTBOPEHHUS C AHTIIUIICKOTO
ITasaa Bayanna. Mapt 2009 r.)
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